
  

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
How often would I have gathered your children         
together as a hen gathers her brood under her wings.” 
Luke 13.34b 
  

These words of Jesus picture God as a mother hen who 
is trying to gather her chicks into the shelter of her 
wings. Many of us may have had the opportunity to 
observe the devotion of a hen for her chicks. The 
mother hen pecks her way around the barnyard. When 
she finds some tasty morsels, she clucks excitedly,     
calling her chicks to come and enjoy. The mother hen 
is constantly surveying the barnyard area watching to 
detect signs of  danger. When a dog, or a hawk gets 
too close, she frantically flaps her wings and urgently 
clucks to gather her vulnerable chicks near and under 
wing. When storm clouds block out the sun, the winds 
begin to gust, and torrents of rain pelt the earth, she 
spreads her wings to protect the young chicks from the 
weather. And when night approaches, the loving 
mother hen once again gathers her brood and coos 
them to sleep. 
  

Anyone who has been following the Decorah  eagles as 
eggs were laid, incubated and hatched have seen the 
same thing from the loftier, tree-dwelling eagles. The 
nest was  prepared and from the time the eggs were 
laid until today when we can see three unsteady       
eaglets tottering around in the nest, one of the parent 
birds has been a constant presence protecting the 

birds from predators and weather while the other was 
away searching for food. I chuckled for several minutes 
on a blustery day as the adult bird tried to protect the 
young ones from the elements around them. Little 
balls of eaglets would pop out from under the           
protective bird. The parent bird would then try to 
gather them into safety with her wings and her beak. 
No sooner would one be gathered under wing, than 
another would pop out. For mom and pop eagle, it was 
an endless labor of love. 
  

What a splendid picture of God. God's desire is to 
watch over us, to care for us, to provide for us, to     
satisfy our needs. When our rebelliousness or our    
independence, or our human sin endangers our               
relationship with God, Jesus Christ stretches out his 
arms on the cross to gather us into the safety of God's 
love and forgiveness. When the shadow and darkness 
of death hover over our life, God scoops us up in     
resurrection and eternal life where God is with us, 
where tears are dried, where death and pain exist no 
more, where all things are made new. Jesus pictures 
God as the mother hen caring for her brood of young 
ones. 
  

To finish the picture, we are the chicks. Like barnyard 
chicks, or branch dwelling eaglets, sometimes we     
resist God's overture of love, and sometimes we turn 
our backs and resist that love freely given. The point 
Jesus wants to make is that God constantly seeks out 
people to give his blessings. God persistently comes to 
us, and calls us to be embraced in love and life. 
  

Christ is risen! Indeed! Take shelter in the blessing of 
new life promised in the living Lord. 
    
  
 
  

The mission of Washington Prairie Lutheran Church is: 

• To create and maintain a welcoming community of believers; 

• To witness to the reconciling Word of God which comes to us 
through Word and Sacrament. 

• We are united in a steadfast spiritual journey of worship,       
support, learning, and service to one another, our neighbors, and 
to our world with the love of Jesus Christ. 

  
  
  

  
Office:  563-382-3247 

Email:  admin@washingtonprairielutheran.org 
Website:  www.washingtonprairielutheran.org 
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Washington Prairie Lutheran Church 
Vision Board 

March 2, 2017 

 
Members Present:  Joel Teslow, Bruce Schuman, Karla Bakken, Ron Moen, Karen Lee, Davis Johnson and  

Pastor Jenny Edinger 
Members Absent:  John Kelly 
Visitors:  LaVonne Bjergum, Roberta Murray, Mary Hegg, Vikki Svenson, Randy Hanson 
 
Called to Order: 
President Joel Teslow called the meeting to order at 6:37 p.m. 
Devotions were led by Pastor Jenny Edinger 
 
Finance Committee: 
 Lavonne, Vikki and Randy were present to discuss duties and responsibilities of the Finance  

Committee. 
Need to meet and set term lengths (staggered) of members 
Set chair, secretary and meeting times. 
Davis will attend the Finance Committee meetings on behalf of the Vision Board 
Reviewed the Finance Committee job description 
Finance committee will meet and review responsibilities Thursday, March 16 at 7 pm 

 
Property Committee: 

Roberta attended on behalf of the Property Committee.  Presented an iron curtain option to the Vision Board.  Finance         
Committee and VB suggested to find more bids and come back. 

 
Secretary’s Report:  

Bruce moved to accept the minutes as presented, Ron seconded. 
 
Treasurer’s Report:  
Mary presented three different versions of reports for the VB to review. 
Mary will work with Finance Committee and Treasurer on which report they would like her to  

present at their meetings. 
 Vision Board recommends to print a year to date budget report three times a year for the  

committee and ministry teams to review.  Karla so moved, Davis seconded.  Motion passed. 
 
Pastor’s Report: 

Pastor Jenny handed out her pastoral report showing what she has done over the last  
month, a mission support statement, a letter from the Assistant to the Bishop thanking us  
for our mission support. 

 Karla moved to accept the report as presented, Karen seconded. 
 
Old Business: 

Financial Secretary job description 
Will review with the Finance Committee 

Job duties and descriptions 
Tabled/ongoing project 

South entry door 
Ron talked to Tony regarding the kitchen door, quoted the same size as the south door, new jam.  ½ glass door would 

be more expensive than a full glass door.   
Ron will talk to Tony about possibly fixing the hardware on the kitchen door instead of replacing.   
Davis moved to order the insulated full glass door to replace the south door for a cost of $3,152.18.  Ron seconded.  

Motion passed.  
Pastor suggested that we get all doors keyed the same. 

Water Quality 
Ongoing, deferred to Property Committee. 

 
New Business: 

Water testing 
Has been completed for February, will need to be done for March.   

Authorization for Mary Hegg 

Bruce moved to authorize Mary Hegg (financial Secretary) to pay the regular recurring budgeted bills.  Ron seconded.  
Motion passed. 
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Documentation for Davis to sign checks 

Done, see February minutes 
Basement mold and mildew 

Karen brought it to our attention that there is mold and mildew in the basement due to last fall’s weather. 
Issue will be taken to the Property Committee.  Joel will mention to Roberta. 

Vision Board Delegates 
 

A member of the Vision Board will attend Ministry Team meetings to ensure good communication amongst all                   
committees/teams. 

Property – Joel 
Finance – Davis 
Worship – Bruce 

Fellowship and Faith Formation are still in the process of being developed. 
Sound System 

Discussion was held regarding the sound system, its age, new requirements, etc. 
Ron moved to upgrade to a digital transmitter and receiver, paid through the church ad office supply budget line.   

Karen seconded.  Motion passed. 
 
Next Vision Board Meeting: 
 Thursday, April 6, 6:30 pm at WPLC 
Meeting Adjourned  
Karla motioned to adjourn. 
Closed with the Lord’s Prayer. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Karla Bakken 
Vision Board Secretary  
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FINANCE     

COMMITTEE 

The Finance Committee members Randy Hanson, Victoria 
Svenson, and LaVonne Bjergum met on March 15, 2017  after 
the Lenten Service.  Also present were Pastor Jenny,             
Mary Hegg, and Davis Johnson. 

 

Chairman– Randy Hanson– 3year term. 

Victoria Svenson– 1 year term. 

Secretary– LaVonne Bjergum– 2 year term. 

 

We created a plan of the responsibilities and duties of the Fi-
nance Committee ( with a copy of the duties of the Financial 
Secretary         attached) which Davis will take to the Vision 
Board for review and approval at their next meeting. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

LaVonne Bjergum, Secretary 

Victoria Svenson, Co-secretary 

The Worship Task Force met on April 4, 2017 at 
6pm.  People in attendance were Pastor Jenny, 
Paul Bruvold, Donna Ashbacher, Susie Lang, 
Marilyn Sensor, Annie Sadler, and                     
Betty Schuman. 
Paul led us in devotions from Psalm 103.   
 
Secretary’s report was approved and we adopted 
the agenda. 
 
For old business, we reviewed the check lists of 
ushers, acolytes, and communion assistants.  We 
discussed Palm Sunday and Holy Week.  The    
Altar Guild ordered the Palms.  Pastor Jenny will 
strip the altar after Maundy Thursday service.  
Easter sunrise service, we will hold a processional 
to bring the Hems back to the altar. 
 
For new business, we discussed upcoming Sun-
days: 
 Rogation- April 23rd 
 Mother’s Day- May 14th Sunday School
 will sing 
 Graduation- May 21st 
 Memorial Day- May 28th 

 Pentecost- June 4th (wear red) 
 Pastor Eugene Soland’s 50th Anniversary-
 June 11th, he will preach. 
 
We discussed using the Marty Haugen setting for 
church services.  We will order copies of this.  
The motion was made and seconded. 
 
We complemented the Sunday School students on 
being so willing to participated in church services.  
We appreciate this very much. 
 
We then worked on the hymns for May. 
 
Our next meeting will be May 2nd at 6 pm. 
We closed with the Lord’s Prayer. 
Respectfully submitted, 
Betty Schuman 

WORSHIP 

TASK 

FORCE 

PROPERTY  

COMMITTEE 

 
March 2017, the property committee met for a short meeting after 
church.  Jim, Roberta and Ron Moen attended the meeting.  We 
set March 25 as spring cleanup date with April 1, as make up 
day. 
April 2017, the property committee met with Jim, Richard, Pastor 
and Roberta present. 
Thank you to all the people that came for the spring cleanup date 
on April 1, many of the items were completed.  The cemetery was 
cleaned, oak tree cut up, cut down elm trees, put A/C units in the 
windows at parsonage and cleaned up the lawn at the              
parsonage.  Paul Bruvold will work on cleaning up the ditch from 
the church to the parsonage. 
Doug Easton will install the iron curtain and water softener on 
Wednesday, April 5, at 9:30 am.  Doug will have hard water   
available in the cold faucet in the north sink for drinking. 
We discussed what the responsibilities are of the property            
committee.  Jim will visit with Joel Teslow before the Vision Board 
meeting on Thursday. 
Monthly water test came back okay. 
Jim placed brace on the North door so for the time it is           
working.  East door in the kitchen has been fixed and directions 
will be posted on the door as to the locking of the door. 
Next meeting will be May 8,7 pm, second Monday due to conflict 
for some members of the committee. 
Meeting adjourned to do the walk through of the parsonage. 
Roberta Murray, secretary 
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OPPORTUNITIES TO CARE 

& SERVE 
 
Welcome to a new section of the  newsletter! 
Maybe you’ve seen this phrase “God’s Work, Our 
Hands” before!  This phrase started with the 
ELCA to encourage us to show Christ’s love in 
our communities.  
Each month, a community service  opportunity 
will be    highlighted.  Information about the     
service will be given as well as ways we as a   
congregation or as individuals may help. This is 
one way to get all your family members            
involved. Some months we may collect specific 
items, other months we may be able to share our 
time, or talents.  Other opportunities will also be 
listed each month. 
Be sure to check out these options, choose one (or 
more!) that you’d like to do.  Then get it on your 
calendar and share it on  social media!  You never 
know who might see that and be inspired to join 
you! 
Your input is important!  If you know of a service             
opportunity that you would like to see listed in 
this section, get the information to the church    
office.  
 
 

***THIS MONTH’S OPPORTUNITIES***  

Humane Society 

  Let’s help support the Humane Society of    
Northeast Iowa with their shoe drive to 
raise funds for the animals they care 
for.  They would like donations of gently 
worn, used, or new shoes.  The Funds20rgs 
network will purchase all of the donated 
footwear, based on the total weight of the 
shoes, and redistribute them throughout  

 
their network partners in developing                   
nations.  There will be labeled boxes around the 
church for your donations.  This will continue 
throughout the month of May.  Thank you for 
helping raise money for the care of the cats,     
kittens, dogs, and puppies at HSNEI. 
 
 

**VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITIES** 
 

Great Strides of Northeast Iowa will begin its 
21st riding season.  Great Strides is a non-profit, 
volunteer-run program for therapeutic and     
recreational horseback riding for persons with 
disabilities.  Check out their website 
at www.greatstridesofneiowa.org.  New          
volunteers are needed as each rider in the      
program requires three volunteers: a               
horse-experienced person to lead the horse and 
two side walkers to walk along each side of the 
horse to assist the rider as needed.  Side walkers 
do not need to be experienced with horses.   
Contact Eunice Veeder at (563-419-9033) or      
e-mail her at gstrides@gmail.com for more     
information. 
 

WELCA NEWS 
 
* On Tuesday, May 2nd, at 9am we will be      
packing our quilts and kits into boxes for LWR 
truck. 
 
* On May 6th, at 9am we will load our boxes 
and deliver to the LWR truck. 
 

 

* Lois and Joan, the garage sale chair       
persons, want to give a big shout out to   
everyone that donated items, made pies or 
bars, and worked in the kitchen or parish 
hall. Your efforts produced a grand total of 
$1200.50 to be donated to the free medical 
clinic and food pantry. 

http://www.greatstridesofneiowa.org/
tel:(563)%20419-9033
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Washington Prairie WELCA’s Treasurer’s Report 
March 2017 

 

Balance Forward   $4,511.73 

    

Receipts:    

Martha Circle Feb./Mar. offering $29.00  

Mary Circle    

Naomi Circle March offering  $24.50  

Rachel Circle Feb./Mar. offering $106.00  

Rebecca Circle March offering $13.00  

Rebecca Circle- Lenten Supper  $263.00  

Martha Circle-Lenten Supper  $122.00  

Rachel Circle-Lenten Supper  $174.00  

Naomi Circle- Lenten Supper  $135.00  

Chocolate and Coffee Sales  $8.00  

March W/ELCA   $60.85  

Ruth Remmen Memorial gift  $20.00  

    

Total Receipts:   $955.35 

    

Disbursements:    

#4938 Arleen Krueger AHH Bingo  $31.84  

#4939 W/ELCA 1st Qtr. Offering  $150.00  

#4940 Mast. Touch Ap-June Port./Prayers  $36.59  

#5061 Karen Lee Choc. Reimb.  $318.00  

    

Total Disbursements:    $536.43 

    

Ending Balance:   $4,930.65 

    

Special Funds:     

Love Gifts $694.00   

Prayer Shawl Yarn $113.70   

Improvement fund $1,548.45   

Bingo Fund $168.16   

To Be Designated $350.00   

Kitchen remodel $552.50   

Fall Fest $879.51   

    

Total funds: $4,306.32   

General Funds: $624.33   

    

Respectfully submitted, Cheryl Wangsness, Treasurer   
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ELCA Church Council holds spring 2017 meeting 

  
ITASCA (April 11, 2017) – The Church Council of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America (ELCA) met 
at the Eaglewood Conference Center, Itasca, Ill., March 30-April 2. The council, which serves as the ELCA’s 
board of directors, met in plenary on Friday, March 31, and spent the remainder of its time in retreat, focused 
on the Called Forward Together in Christ process that will determine goals and priority areas for the ELCA. 
  
The council took the following action: 

• Designated Milwaukee, Wis., as the site of the 2019 ELCA Churchwide Assembly, either Aug. 5-
10 or Aug. 12-17. 

• Affirmed the direction of the ELCA Foundation Task Force on Structure and Governance to move toward 
a structure in which the deferred giving programs of the ELCA Foundation are transferred to the Endowment 
Fund of the ELCA. The council authorized the task force and staff to begin steps to lay the groundwork for 
that transition, bringing a complete proposal to its November 2017 meeting. 

• Authorized a task force to implement a strategy toward authentic diversity within the ELCA. 

• Designated 5 percent of the churchwide seminary grant in fiscal year 2018 for a focused, collaborative  
project among all seminaries that expands the number of people of color preparing for rostered ministry in this 
church. 

• Approved the updated manual of policies and procedures for the management of the rosters. 

• Received the ELCA churchwide organization operational plan report for 2016. 

• Affirmed the succession plan proposed by the ELCA Domestic Mission unit for the corporate social       
responsibility position. 

• Approved a Church Council designated fund in the amount equal to the excess revenue over expenses from 
fiscal year 2016, or $1,630,000, for release in fiscal year 2018 for the budgeted operations of the ELCA 
churchwide organization. 

• Approved the report of the ELCA audit committee. 

• Designated churchwide representatives to 2017 synod assemblies. 

• Received responses to 2016 ELCA Churchwide Assembly actions on “Examining the opportunities and 
implications of campaign zero, a policy platform in affirmation of Black Lives Matter,” “African Descent    
Lutherans” and “Call to Discernment on U.S. Foreign and Military Policy.” 

• Approved governing documents of the Lutheran School of Theology at Chicago, Wartburg Theological 
Seminary, Luther Seminary and Lutheran Theological Seminary at Philadelphia (to be subsequently a          
supporting organization for United Lutheran Seminary); received draft documents relating to the proposed  
asset acquisition of Trinity Lutheran Seminary by Capital University. 

• Declared newly elected committee chairs as members of the executive committee of the Church Council 
beginning Sept. 1, 2017. 

• Approved changes to governing documents for 1517 Media and the Deaconess Community of the ELCA. 

• Elected members to the governing bodies of Pacific Lutheran Theological Seminary, Luther Seminary, the 
Lutheran School of Theology at Chicago, Trinity Lutheran Seminary, Lutheran Theological Seminary at    
Gettysburg (to be subsequently known as United Lutheran Seminary), Mosaic Inc., Portico Benefit Services, 
Mission Investment Fund of the ELCA, Publishing House of the ELCA (1517 Media), and Committee on   
Appeals. 

• Received reports from the church’s secretary, treasurer, and executive for administration, and the ELCA 
Conference of Bishops. 
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May 
 Lectors/Readers/Communion Assist/Ushers/Acolytes 

 And Coffee Hour 
 

 Sunday morning 
coffee 

Readers Acolytes Ushers 
For the Month 

Communion 
Assist  

 

7 Marlows Pat Ellingson Annika Lensch Ken Weston 
Dennis Zidlicky 
Brian Lensch 
Dale Olson 

Lois Estrem 

14 Hegg’s Karen Olson Hudson Quam  Not needed 

21  Joel Hanson Annika Lensch  Mary Hegg 

28 Cynthia Jacobson    Not needed 

 

2017 General Fund Reconciled 
 

3/1 Balance brought forward  $ 36,222.33 
March Income    $ 14,595.79 
March Expenses   $(10,911.96) 
3/31 Balanced carried forward $39,906.16 
 
2017 Mission Fund Balance  
 $12,000.00 
3/31 Sent to  Synod    $ 2,226.00 
Balance remaining for 2017   $ 9,774.00 
 
Pancake Supper   $1,822.00 
EWALU    $   300.00 
Aase Haugen Homes   $   500.00 
  Repectfully submitted, 
  Mary Hegg, Financial Secretary 
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May 2017 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

 1 
 

Karol Sersland’s 
birthday.  She 
lives at Aase 

2 
 

6pm Worship 
Team meets 

3 
 

6pm  7 & 8     
confirmation 

class 
 

7pm Choir     
Practice 

4 
 

6:30pm  
Vision Board 

meets 
 

5 6 

7 
8:45 Sunday 

School  
 

10am Worship 
service 

8 
 

5:30pm            
Endowment 

Committee meets 
 

7pm Property 
Committee meets 

9 
 

5:30pm  
Board of Ed 

meets 

10 
 

11am Eastern 
Star Holy       

Communion    
service 

1pm Wellington 
Place Holy     

Communion   
service 

6pm 7 & 8       
Confirmation 

11 12 13 

14 
8:45 Sunday 

School 
 

10am Worship 
 

10am Mother’s 
Day/Primary 
students sing 

 

15 
 

Newsletter items 
are due in the 

office 

16 
 

2:30 Wellington 
Place Holy    

Communion   
service 

 

17 
 

6pm last night of  
7 & 8 grade  

Confirmation 
 

Willard Orvella’s 
birthday.  He 

lives at             
Wellington 

18 19 20 

21 
 

8:45 last day of 
Sunday School 

 
10am Worship 

service 
 

10am Senior     
recognition  

 
Glenn Remmen’s 

birthday.  He 
lives at Eastern 

Star 

22 23 24 
 

10:30 Aase 
Haugen Holy 
Communion   

service 

25 
 

9am Martha Circle 
 

1:30pm Rachel 
Circle meets at 

Aase Haugen Assit.   
Living Lounge 

 
7:30pm Naomie 

circle 

 
 

26 27 

28 
 

10am Worship 
Service 

29 
 

Memorial Day  
Luncheon 11-1 

 

30 31    


