
  

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 As a child, the question, What do I want to be (or do) 
when I grow up?, was a work in progress.  The first  
answer to that question was, a veterinarian.  Time 
morphed my answer to graphic design, to                
photography, to biology teacher, to math teacher, to 
computer programmer.  Finally, the answer was, none 
of the above.  I headed off to seminary to prepare for 
pastoral ministry.  Behind all my attempted answers 
was a search for my purpose, my reason for being, or 
you could call it, vocation.  Or in the current lingo, you 
could name it mission statement. 
  
Like individuals, businesses, institutions, schools and 
churches now have mission statements.  Here at 
Washington Prairie, we have a mission statement 
which will be included in each issue of the   newsletter 
on this page.  A mission statement tells us who we are 
and what we are about.  
  
What does our mission statement tell us about our 
purpose as Washington Prairie?  It’s a bit dangerous 
for me to attempt to answer that since I wasn’t here to 
participate in the development of that statement.  But 
I’ll live dangerously and offer some reflections.  If I 
miss the point we can talk to enlighten me, and maybe 
even renew our own thoughts about being Church. 
  

Washington Prairie is a community, specifically a    
community of believers, and we have been since 1851.  
We are gathered around Word and Sacrament to    
experience again and again God’s love revealed in   
Jesus.  As a community, we trust that God is present to 
strengthen us God’s presence and to fill us with       
forgiveness, and we gather to give glory to God for his 
loving and renewing activities.  We are a community to 
grow in our faith and encourage one another along the 
way. 
  
Our mission statement also tells us we are not here just 
for ourselves.  We are here for others.  We are a              
welcoming community.  There’s always room for one, or 
two, or three, and even more, more.  God’s love is large 
enough for us and everyone else.  Others need us to tell of 
Jesus and how much God loves each one of us. 
  
And we are here to serve.  We serve God in our worship 
with hymns of praise and glory.  We serve God in our care 
for others, both those who are part of the congregation 
and those in the neighborhood, and those who are in    
distant places who we have not met and will never meet. 
  
Washington Prairie Lutheran Church is believing people 
gathered to serve God and the people God loves so much.  
It’s in our roots.  Washington Prairie is connected to the 
establishment of several area congregations.  Koren Hall 
on the Luther College campus indicates that Washington 
Prairie had a significant role in the life of the college. 
  
Washington Prairie has a mission.  God has called us 
through Word and Sacrament to be a believing and       
serving community. 
  
God’s peace to you. 
   
  

The mission of Washington Prairie Lutheran Church is: 

• To create and maintain a welcoming community of believers; 

• To witness to the reconciling Word of God which comes to us 
through Word and Sacrament. 

• We are united in a steadfast spiritual journey of worship,       
support, learning, and service to one another, our neighbors, and 
to our world with the love of Jesus Christ. 

  
  
  

  
Office:  563-382-3247 

Email:  admin@washingtonprairielutheran.org 
Website:  www.washingtonprairielutheran.org 
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Washington Prairie Lutheran Church 
Vision Board 

February 2, 2017 

 
Members Present:   
Joel Teslow, Bruce Schuman, Karla Bakken, Ron Moen, Karen Lee, Davis Johnson, John Kelly and  

Pastor Jenny Edinger 
 
Called to Order: 
President Joel Teslow called the meeting to order at 6:36 p.m. 
Devotions were led by Pastor Jenny Edinger 
 
Secretary’s Report:  
Bruce moved to accept the minutes as presented, Ron seconded. 
 
Treasurer’s Report:  
Not available at this time.   

Discussion was held as to determine the flow of information between the Financial  
Secretary, Treasurer, Vision Board.  Davis will talk to Mary regarding this. 

 
Pastor’s Report: 

Pastor Jenny handed out her pastoral report showing what she has done over the last  
Month, the updated constitution and bylaws, church wide report, and parish  

register.  Corrections were made to the register that the Vision Board was aware of.  It 
was suggested to place the register in the parish hall and have the congregation review it.   

 John moved to accept the report as presented, Davis seconded. 
 
Old Business: 

Financial Secretary job description 
Karla handed out the updated description. 
It was reviewed and some edits were made.   
Davis will review with Mary to see if everything she currently does is covered. 

Job duties and descriptions 
Tabled/ongoing project 

Hadeland Lag of America Group 
Finalized, WELCA will be serving 

Signage in DOT right of way 
No further action has been taken 
Will let go until we are contacted again 

South entry door 
Ron brought a quote from Tony Lea/Decorah Mobile Glass 
2 different doors were quoted, both full glass 

Standard door - $1,866.99 
Insulated Door - $3,152.18 

After discussion, the Vision Board will get a quote on a similar door for the kitchen, half glass and 
a quote for the south door with half glass. 

Tabled until further information is received. 
Water Quality 

Ongoing, deferred to Property Committee. 
 
New Business: 

Work Day for the Vision Board 
It was suggested to have a work day for the Vision Board to discuss job duties/descriptions, talk 

with committees, discuss ministry teams, etc.   



4 

ENDOWMENT 

COMMITTEE 

REPORT 

Discussion was held as to the logistics of this. 
Other options include bringing in the different committees to the Board meetings, meeting after 

church for small amounts of time, etc. 
The Finance Committee will be invited to the next Vision Board meeting, Davis will contact.   
Work Day issue tabled. 

Newsletter 
Discussion was held on whether or not the shut ins are receiving the newsletter.   
Suggestion was made to put in bulletin that if there is someone you know interested in receiving 

the newsletter by mail, to please let the church office know.  Pastor will take care of placing in 
the bulletin. 

Church Biennial report 
Pastor will complete 
Pastor will also change the information online so that she is the one to receive notification when 

this report is to be filed. 
Water testing 

Has been completed for January, will need to be done for February. 
Treasurer’s name on checking account 

Bruce made a motion to authorize Davis Johnson, WPLC Treasurer, as an additional authorized 
signer of checks on the Washington Prairie Lutheran Church checking account.  Karen        
seconded. 

 
Next Vision Board Meeting: 
 Thursday, March 2, 6:30 pm at WPLC 
 
Meeting Adjourned  
Karla motioned to adjourn at 9:55 p.m. 
Closed with the Lord’s Prayer. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
Karla Bakken 
Vision Board Secretary  

 

 
At our most recent meeting endowment committee established that Craig Spilde would serve as the EC chairperson, Dan 
Marlow continues as the treasurer, and Jason Soland would continue as the secretary. 
We have been reviewing our current investments for the Cemetery and other gifts that we invested in the Mission Investment 
fund of the ELCA.  Some of these funds are required to be held here and we as a committee have very little decision making 
that needs to be done with these investments. Funds invested here pay either a variable or fixed interest rate and those rates 
vary based on how long the money is invested. As these individual investments mature we have been reviewing our interest 
rate options and attempting to ladder the maturities to allow for flexibility to obtain higher interest payments should rates rise 
in the future. 
The funds for the cemetery allow for more flexibility in how they are invested and we have decided to move these funds to an 
on-demand account with the ELCA as they mature this year. This is an interest-bearing account that will allow us to earn  
interest on our investments until we are able to better assess a long-term investment plan to grow these funds.  We are    
currently looking at several different options for how to manage these funds which need to provide current income and future 
growth to ensure proper care is provided for the cemetery grounds from now to perpetuity. 
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to WELCA Love Gifts. 
 
We chose hymns for April including Easter Worship    
Services.  
 
Our next meeting will be April 4th at 6 pm. 
 
We closed with the Lord’s Prayer. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Betty Schuman, secretary   

 

 
EWALU Annual Meeting Report 

Saturday, March 18, 2017 
 

Albert and I had the privilege of attending Ewalu’s annual   
meeting held in the chapel of the Creation Center. 
 
The past year has been one of many accomplishments at Camp 
Ewalu.  Financially the annual fund ended in the black.         
Individual members giving was up $50,000, an increase in    
summer camp participation-1049 campers up from 866 in 2015, 
and better than expected retreat season. 
 
Here are a few property highlights from the past year: 

Creation Center:  installation of brick patio. 
Cedar Lodge:  various repairs. 
Stone Center:  new food service area. 
Vehicles:  new riding mower, and a used 15 passenger van 

added to fleet.  
Other:  new sledding hill near Walnut Cabins. 
 

Ewalu has been blessed with many volunteers.  Work project are 
lined up for Spring work weekend set for April 28-29.  Your 
help is needed.  Any group of volunteers can come anytime 
throughout the year to help with various projects. 
The results of the 2016 Fall Festival & Quilt Auction can be 
found in the 2016 Annual Report.  Over 200 quilts were sold and 
many were given to LSSI Bremwood for their residents to use. 
Washington Prairie campers (1st-12th grade) send your            
registration in soon.  The summer programs are filling fast.  
You’ll enjoy awesome programs top-notch staff, outdoor skills, 
leadership experience, and lasting friendships.  Come to Ewalu 
and experience the love of God in new ways.  The theme for this 
summer is “Water of Life.” 
 
Ewalu’s 2016 Annual Report book can be found on the        
bookshelf in the south hall.  Avery interesting and informative 
report.  If you have any questions or concerns, we will try to 
answer them. 
 
Yours in Christ, 
Albert & Donna Ashbacher 

 

The Worship Task Force met on Tuesday, march 7th at 
6pm.  Those in attendance were Pastor Jenny, Paul 
Bruvold, Donna Ashbacher, Susie Lang,                  
Marilyn Sensor, Annie Saddler, and Bruce and Betty 
Schuman. 
 
Paul led us in devotions from Colossians 3: 14-17. 
 
An Amendment was made to last month’s meeting 
minutes that Annie Saddler and Joni Bruvold were also 
in attendance at that meeting.  Donna made a motion 
that we approve the minutes and it was seconded. 
 
Pastor Jenny read from Acts & Corinthians concerning 
communion in the early years.  We need to examine 
ourselves before participating in communion.  It is a 
special gift in that it is so important that we ae all    
together. 
 
After a lengthy discussion of communion assistants 
(Deacons in the past) a motion was make that every 
member of the congregation should be able to         
participate in this.  It will also not be necessary to wear 
the white robes (ALBS).  This was seconded.  Acolytes 
will continue to wear the robes.  A sign-up sheet will 
be available for the individuals interested in being 
communion assistants.   
 
Pastor Jenny will continue to do the communion    
blessing at the end of all members receiving            
communion in order to emphasize our unity and     
sharing in the Lord. 
 
Lenten services will be held in the Parish Hall @ 
6:30pm following the meal at 5:30pm.  Artisans of the 
Cross will be the basis of reflections. 
 
Psalm Sunday we will have the Sunday School       
children carry the palms in which will be ordered by 
the Alter Committee. 
 
Music for the choir will be ordered as needed and cost 
will be taken out of the music fund. 
 
A discussion was held regarding Lent offering.  It was 
decided to no longer continue this and instead         
contribute to offering for the Lenten meal which goes 

WORSHIP 

TASK 

FORCE 

EWALU’S ANNUAL REPORT 
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First Lutheran Travelers and Friends 
 

The First Lutheran Travelers and Friends invite you to join them on Thursday, May 4th, for a 
trip to Plymouth, MN.  The day includes transportation, lunch, and an afternoon matinee of 
“The Church Basement Ladies” and “Rise Up, O Men.”  Pick up a flyer with details and    
reservation form on the poster located on our news bulletin board in the hallway.  $74 per   
person covers all costs and gratuities and is payable with cash or check at the First Lutheran 
Church office by April 10th.  More information is available from Susan Haemker at 382-5982 
or susanhaemker@yahoo.com. 

Sunday School News 
 
The Sunday School would like to invite the congregation to participate in a food drive for the 
local food pantry.  For March 26th, we will be collecting canned fruits and veggies.  On April 
2nd, we will collect tuna and peanut butter.  And on April 9th, we will collect dinner mixes 
and cereal.  Donations will be collected until April 10th. 

UPDATING OUR MEMBERSHIP LIST 
 

A copy of the Washington Prairie membership list is on the serving table in the parish hall.  
Please take a couple minutes to glance over it to see if there are updates that need to be made.  
We would like to make sure we have correct addresses and phone numbers.  It is also helpful 
to have cell phone numbers since many no longer have landlines.  Email addresses help us to    
reduce mailing costs and allow us to get information out more quickly.  You can call the office 
at 563-382-3247 or email changes to admin@washingtonprairielutheran.org. Thanks for you 
help. 
  

WELCA Coffee and Candy Bars 
 

Please check out the new shipment of Equal Exchange chocolate and coffee.  We have candy 
bars for $2.50 and the mini candies are 5/$1.00.  The varieties ae milk chocolate, milk      
chocolate with caramel, dark chocolate with almond, and dark chocolate with orange.  They 
are located in the parish hall. 
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OPPORTUNITIES TO CARE 

& SERVE 
 
Welcome to a new section of the  newsletter! 
Maybe you’ve seen this phrase “God’s Work, Our 
Hands” before!  This phrase started with the 
ELCA to encourage us to show Christ’s love in 
our communities.  
Each month, a community service  opportunity 
will be    highlighted.  Information about the     
service will be given as well as ways we as a   
congregation or as individuals may help. This is 
one way to get all your family members            
involved. Some months we may collect specific 
items, other months we may be able to share our 
time, or talents.  Other opportunities will also be 
listed each month. 
Be sure to check out these options, choose one (or 
more!) that you’d like to do.  Then get it on your 
calendar and share it on  social media!  You never 
know who might see that and be inspired to join 
you! 
Your input is important!  If you know of a service             
opportunity that you would like to see listed in 
this section, get the information to the church    
office.  
 
 

***THIS MONTH’S OPPORTUNITIES***  

**Community Meal** 

Each month, Decorah hosts a free        
Community Meal, open to everyone!     
Various groups-church, civic etc. take turns 
working and providing food.  These meals 
are held at First Lutheran Church in      
Decorah. 
Washington Prairie has the opportunity to 
share our hospitality and good cooking on 
April 20th.  There’s a spot for everyone in   

 
 
this service project!  Here’s how you can help: 
 
1.  On Sunday April 9 & April 16, we will      
collect “Greens for the Salad”!  A salad bowl 
will be at each door and you are encouraged to 
donate some “greens” for the groceries to make 
17 large salads! 
 
2.  On Wednesday, April 19, you can come to 
Washington Prairie to help make salads.  We’ll 
start at 2:00 and work until we are done!  Come 
when you can, we’ll take your help whenever 
you get here! 
 
3.  On Thursday April 20 come to First Lutheran 
church at 5:30 to eat!  About 6:30 we’ll start 
cleaning up.  A student group from Luther      
College will be serving and providing dessert!  
The main course will also be provided. 
 
Please join in the fun and fellowship!! 
 

 

 

**WELCA NEWS** 

Items needed to complete kits for the MAY 

LWR truck:  receiving blankets, infant t-shirts, 

bath size Ivory soap, adult toothbrushes, and 

sturdy combs.  We can also use larger boxes that 

will hold 3-4 quilts.  Pleas have them at the 

church by Sunday, April 16th.  All you “Garage 

Sale Goers,” always be on the look out for baby 

care items when you go shopping.  Thank you 

for all you do help with our projects.   

Mission Action-Karen & Lois. 
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Washington Prairie W/ELCA 
March 14, 2017, 1 p.m. 

Second Do-Day 
 

Co-chair Melanie Tietz called the meeting to order at 1:10.  
 
We sang our theme hymn, “My Hope Is Built on Nothing Less.” 
 
Pastor Jenny gave devotions on I Corinthians 12.12-13, 26-27; Romans 12.4-5. We were reminded of what we can learn 
from the teamwork of geese in flight. Don’t forget to honk: it encourages those in back to keep up. 
 
Secretary’s report and treasurer’s report were approved on motions/seconds by Linda Johnson/Vikki Svenson and Shirley 
Vangsness/Lois Estrem respectively. Several thank yous for Love gifts were read and will be posted, as well as a thank 
you from Pastor Jenny for our Christmas gift. 
 
Vikki Svenson moved, Cynthia Jacobson seconded, to use our Ace Kitchen Store gift certificate ($21+) to buy a large 
salad bowl. Carried. 
 
Jean Dickman moved, Linda Johnson seconded, to designate $50 to Rebecca circle from Remmen funeral to general 
fund. Carried. 
 
Karen Lee moved, Lillian Bruvold seconded, that W/ELCA recommends to the Property Committee the proposed water 
softener/iron curtain installation include a separate faucet for hard water in one of the kitchen sinks. Carried.  
 
No action was taken on the matter of a warmer drawer for cups. 
 
Plans for the May 16 Sons of Norway Dinner were reviewed. Jean Dickman will chair the serving committee. Donna 
Ashbacher will help with food preparation. Volunteers are needed for the food committees and clean up committee.    
Further plans will be available at the April 20th meeting.    
 
Lois Estrem reported on plans for the April 1 garage sale. Circles are reminded to furnish 3 pies and 1 worker to help 
serve and clean up. Joan Jurs has obtained a $250 Thrivent grant to cover costs of advertising and groceries for the event. 
 
No action was taken on the matter of too many small plates. 
 
Martha Ludeking introduced God’s Work, Our Hands, a focus on service opportunities for our congregation in our    
community. In April we will help with the free Community Meal at First Lutheran on April 20 at 5 p.m. We will be   
making 17 salads on April 19 and helping with clean up after the meal on the 20th. Anyone who has an hour or two that 
day is invited to stop in and help make salads. Donations of paper “green” for the green salad will be taken at the        
entrances to the sanctuary on April 9 and 16, Palm Sunday and Easter. All are welcome to participate and to attend the 
free community meal. 
 
The Triennial Gathering is in Minneapolis July 11-17, 2017. 
 
Women, Faith, and Finance Seminar is at Hotel Winneshiek April 7 from 9 to 3 sponsored by Thrivent. Registration is 
$30. 
 
NEI synod Women’s Organization Convention is June 17th in Waverly.  Donna moved, Karen seconded a motion naming 
Melanie and Martha our delegates to the convention with their expenses paid by W/ELCA. Carried. 
 
Offering of $60.85 was received.  Meditation read by Karen. 
 
We prayed The Lord’s Prayer followed by adjournment. 
 
Karen Lee, Secretary 
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Washington Prairie WELCA’s Treasurer’s Report 

February 2017  
     

Balance Forward    $4,331.73 

     

Receipts:     

Martha Circle     

Mary Circle Feb Offering  $7.00  

Naomi Circle Jan offering   $15.00  

Naomi Circle Feb offering  $19.00  

Rachel Circle     

Rebecca Circle Feb. offering  $12.00  

Mary Circle-Ruth Remmen funeral  $50.00  

Rebecca Circle-Ruth Remmen funeral  $50.00  

Fair Trade coffee   $37.00  

Total Receipts:    $190.00 

     

     

Disbursements:     

#4937 WPLC-Missions- Ruth Remmen  $10.00  
     

     

Total Disbursements:     $10.00 

     

Ending Balance:    $4,511.73 

     

Special Funds:      

Prayer Shawl Yarn $113.70    

Improvement fund $1,548.45    

Bingo Fund $200.00    

To Be Designated $400.00    

Kitchen remodel $552.50    

Fall Fest $879.51    

     

Total funds: $3,694.16    

General Funds: $817.57    

     

Respectfully submitted, Cheryl Wangsness, Treasurer   

     



11 

April 
 Lectors/Readers/Communion Assist/Ushers/Acolytes 

 And Coffee Hour 
 

 Sunday morning 
coffee 

Readers Acolytes Ushers Communion 
Assist  

 

2 Teslows   Craig Spilde Hudson Quam 
& Abby Moen 

Jerry Johnson 
Craig Spilde 
Paul Johnson 
Karl Arend 

Jeanette Spilde 

9 Roberta & Lois Morgan Moen Abby & Morgan 
          Moen 

 Not needed 

13   Hudson Quam   

16 
Sunrise 

 

  Annika Lensch   

16  
10 am 

 Kendell Thompson Lacie Bjergum 
          & 
Hudson Quam 

  

23 Carol Bergan  Hudson Quam  Not Needed 

30  Marilyn Sensor Koryn & Karmyn 
       Bakken 

 Not Needed 

A copy of the Washington Prairie membership list is on the serving table in the parish hall.  Please take a 
couple minutes to glance over it to see if there are updates that need to be made.  We would like to make 
sure we have correct addresses and phone numbers.  It is also helpful to have cell phone numbers since 
many no longer have landlines.  Email addresses help us to reduce mailing costs and allow us to get      
information out more quickly.  Thanks for you help.
  
The current weekly bulletin and monthly newsletter are now posted on the church website, 
www.washingtonprairielutheran.org.
 
If you know of members of the congregation who would like to receive the monthly newsletter, 
please contact Lisa.  You can leave a message on the voicemail at 563
church office at admin@washingtonprairielutheran.org.  Please be sure to give a correct mailing 
or email address.
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April 2017 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

      1 

2 
8:45am Sunday 

School 
 

10am Worship 

3 4 5 
5:30pm Lenten    

supper hosted by 
Mary Circle 

 
6:30pm Lenten  

worship 
 

7:30pm Choir      
practice 

6 
 

6:30pm Vision Board 
meeting 

7 8 

9 
8:45am Sunday 

School 
 

10am Psalm Sunday 
worship 

 
10am Primary     

students sing during 
worship 

 
6pm WPP 4-H in 

parish hall 

10 11 
1pm Rachel Circle 

Bingo @ Wellington 
 

2pm Rachel Circle 
meeting @            
Wellington 

 
5:30pm Board of Ed 

meeting 

12 
11am Holy            

Communion Worship 
at Eastern Star 

 
6pm 7 & 8 

Confirmation 
 

7pm Choir practice 

13 

 
 

6:30pm Maundy 
Thursday worship 

service 

14 

 
1pm Good Friday 

Service @ Wellington 
Place 

 
6:30pm Good Friday 

service 

15 

16 
No Sunday School 

 
6:30am Sunrise  
Worship service 

 
8am Easter Breakfast 

 
10am Easter Worship 

service 
 

4pm Aase Haugen 
Easter Worship    

service 

17 
 
 

Newsletter items due 
to office 

18 

 
 

2:30pm Holy      
Communion Worship 
service @ Wellington 

Place 

19 

 
6pm 7 &  8 grade  

Confirmation 
 

7pm  Choir practice 

20 21 22 

23 

 
8:45 Sunday School 

 
10am Worship     

Service 

24 25 26 
10:30am Holy Com-
munion Worship @ 

Aase  Haugen 
 

6pm 7 &  8 grade 
confirmation 

 
7pm Choir practice  

27 

 
9am Martha Circle @ 
the church oak room 

 
7:30pm Naomi Circle 

28 29 

30 
8:45 Sunday School 

 
10am Worship service 

      


