
  

 

"Little children, let us love, not in word or speech, but in 
truth and action. "                                                 - 1John 3.18 
 
It's hard to imagine that one sentence, 15 words, none with 
more that two syllables, can say so much.  The phrase, little 
children, gathers up the good news of what God has done for 
us.  Jesus, the Good Shepherd, came to gather us into the  
family of God. In the death and resurrection of Jesus, we are 
renewed with forgiveness and given new life as God's        
children. God's love, revealed in Jesus has made us different. 
Several Biblical phrases express this new life. Once we were 
dead in sin, now we are alive in Christ. Once we were no 
people, now we are God's people. Once we were enemies, 
now we are friends of God. Once we were far from God, now 
we have been brought near. Once we worked to be self made 
people, now we relax and trust God to shape us into the like-
ness of Christ. 
 
So many times I have been blessed when I was received into 
the families of congregations. Calvin and Gloria called me 
their seventh daughter. Marvin and Shirley were like a sister 
and brother to me. I called Elvin and Esther my mommy and     
daddy. I was included in family celebrations or gatherings for 
no special occasion; they took me to the hospital; they 
reached out when they knew I had had a hard day. Those 
good folk took me as a I was and their loving touch helped 
me to become more. This is what God does for us. God takes 
us as we are and helps us to become more. Being named a 
child is a precious gift God has given to each of us. 
 
God takes us as we are, but doesn't leave us that way. We're 
sinners and God makes us saints. Believers are often           
addressed as saints, God's holy ones. We don't get it perfect. 
Still God fills us with the Holy Spirit so we can grow in our  
holiness. God wants to look at us and see Jesus. 
 
This letter of John challenges us to love, not in word or 
speech, but in truth and action. God's children love, not just 
with words that sound good, or impressive, or correct. God's 
children love with their whole being. Love, as God has loved 
us, is more than a word. Love is active. Love is busy. Love is 
lived. God's love has made us different and it is our faith    
journey to be different, to be what God has made us. 
 
We are God's children. We have been made holy and set 
apart for holy work. Our lives need to match our faith words. 
lf we take that seriously, we find ourselves moving against 
the current of the world around us. It's easy to go along with 
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the social tides. For example, 11 years ago I bought a house 
when my landlord in Nora Springs decided to sell the rental 
house where I was living. I still have the house because the 
housing market continues to be sluggish. I have become a 
landlord trying to keep the house is good shape as a long 
distant landlord.  During this time, I have learned that I'm not 
a home owner type. I listened to the wisdom of the world and 
it wasn't right for me. I continue to be grateful for my home, 
but I also know that when I retire, I won't buy a house. As 
God's children there are times when we need to say an idea, 
or activity, or decision might be right by the world, but it's 
wrong for a child of God. 
 
We are God's children, and we are set apart to have holy   
substance to our being. Recently I bought a coat for that in 
between summer and winter time. It had pocket flaps and 
snaps that would be perfect for walk with Sara when I need a 
supply of doggie bags and a key to get back in the house. Just 
one problem … there were no pockets under the flaps. The 
coat looks good but it doesn't work quite the way I thought it 
would. The same thing happens with our faith. We can say I 
believe in God the Father; I believe in Jesus, the Son of God; 
I believe in the Holy Spirit. There's more to it. This God we   
believe in made us different to be more than words. We are 
children. As children, it is entrusted to us to live, and be, the 
wonderful love of God. 
 
Peace be with you. 
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Washington Prairie Lutheran Church 
Vision Board 

December 8, 2016 
 
Members Present:   
Joel Teslow, Bruce Schuman, Karla Bakken, Ron Moen, Karen Lee and Pastor Jenny Edinger 
 Visitor: Craig Spilde 
 
Members Excused: 
John Kelly, Davis Johnson 
 
Called to Order: 
 President Joel Teslow called the meeting to order at 6:38 p.m. 

Devotions were led by Pastor Jenny Edinger 
 
Visitor:  Craig Spidle on behalf of the endowment committee. 

Craig explained some of the work that the endowment committee has been working on.  
He explained what the funds were for that we currently have and some of their restrictions/conditions. 
His request, on behalf of the endowment committee, was to change the titles of 3 of the funds and who manages the 

WPLC funds. 
Karla moved to change the name of the following three funds: Perpetual Cemetery Fund to Washington Prairie Lu-

theran Church Cemetery Endowment Fund, Endowment Fund to Washington Prairie Lutheran Church Mis-
sion Endowment Fund and EPIC Fund to Washington Prairie Lutheran Church EPIC Endowment Fund.  
Bruce Seconded.  Motion passed. 

Bruce moved to create an Ongoing Resolution that the Endowment Committee, as governed by their by-laws, be 
tasked with the financial maintenance, management and administration of the following funds: 

Washington Prairie Lutheran Church EPIC endowment Fund 
Washington Prairie Lutheran Church Cemetery Endowment Fund 
Washington Prairie Lutheran Church Mission Endowment Fund 
Elmer M. and Hazel O. Wangsness Scholarship Endowment Fund 
Kevin Halverson Fund 
Robert Jacobson Fund 
Rudy and Velma Remmen Fund 
Ron seconded, motion passed. 

The Vision Board would like to thank Craig and the endowment committee for all  
 their hard work. 

 
Secretary’s Report:  

Joel moved to accept the minutes as presented, Karen seconded. 
 
Treasurer’s Report:  
 Mary Hegg’s report was presented.  General fund has a balance of $33,338.83. 
Bruce moved to accept the report as presented, Karla seconded. 
 
Pastor’s Report: 

Pastor Jenny handed out her pastoral report showing what she has done over the last  
month.   

 Bruce moved to accept the report as presented, Joel seconded. 
 
Old Business: 

Term Length of Board Members 
Ron will serve a two year term, Davis will serve a three year term 

Job Description and salary for the Financial Secretary 
Salary for the Financial Secretary was decided at the last meeting 
Karla will work on creating the job description for the Financial Secretary for review at the January meet-

ing. 
Appoint member to the Property Committee 

Joel reported that Richard Hammel will be the 3rd person on the committee 
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Property committee will be invited to the January Vision Board meeting to discuss their responsibilities 
and expectations. 

Job duties and responsibilities 
Tabled until the January Vision Board meeting 
Vision Board members will review the descriptions Karla emailed and will suggest corrections, additions, 

etc. at the next meeting. 
Constitutional Concerns 

The Vision Board reviewed the Constitution 
Pastor Jenny will prepare the changes that are sent down from the ELCA for the congregation to review 

and accept at the congregational meeting in January. 
Suggested edits by the Vision Board for congregational review: 

Chapter 12:  C12.01 Remove the following “…at least one of whom shall be a young adult” and 
“The pastor shall serve as an ex officio member of the council.  She/he shall have voice, but no 
vote.” 

Pastor will highlight the suggested changes and make copies to hand out to the congregation for review 
before the congregational meeting in January. 

Chapter 13: C13.06 Pastor will work on a description of the Financial and Property committees to add in as 
a Continuing Resolution in the Constitution.   

 
New Business: 

Update on heating and cooling units 
Work has been completed and units work very well. 

South entry door and kitchen door replacement with funds from the Fall Fest 
Tony Lea is working on getting cost estimates for the two doors. 

Water quality issues at the church and parsonage 
Discussion was held on the water quality at the church and parsonage 
Property committee will work on the issue when they start meeting. 

Water testing to be done monthly at the church 
Have received notification from the DNR that we were non-compliant in sending in our monthly testing.   
Need to send in a sample to be in compliance once again.   
Responsibility of further testing will fall within the Property Committee’s duties and responsibilities. 

Signage in the DOT right of way at the intersection of Hwy 9 and County Road W42 
Pastor Jenny has received notice that the directional sign at the intersection is in the DOT’s right of way 

and needs to be removed. 
Lee Bjerke was contacted as well and they state the sign is not theirs.  
Joel will call the state to see what further action can be taken. 

Hadeland Lag of America request for use of the church on July 23, 2017. 
Pastor Jenny has received an email from the president of the Hadeland Lag of America requested use of our 

Parish Hall on the 23rd of July.  They would like to have someone from the church tell a little bit about 
the history of the church and then they would like to look in the cemetery for ancestors. 

After noticing that there was a discrepancy in the day/date in their email, Pastor Jenny will respond back 
for clarification.  

Tabled until January meeting. 
 

Next Vision Board Meeting: 
 Thursday, January 5, 6:30 pm at WPLC 
 
Meeting Adjourned  

Karla motioned to adjourn at 10:04 p.m. 
Closed with the Lord’s Prayer. 
 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
Karla Bakken 
Vision Board Secretary 
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OPPORTUNITIES TO CARE 

& SERVE 
 
Welcome to a new section of the          
newsletter! 
Maybe you’ve seen this phrase 
“God’s Work, Our Hands” before!  
This phrase started with the ELCA to 
encourage us to show Christ’s love in 
our communities.  
Each month, a community service           
opportunity will be highlighted.               
Information about the service will be 
given as well as ways we as a       
congregation or as individuals may 
help. This is one way to get all your 
family members involved. Some 
months we may collect specific items, 
other months we may be able to share 
our time, or talents.  Other opportuni-
ties will also be listed each month. 
Be sure to check out these options, 
choose one (or more!) that you’d like 
to do.  Then get it on your calendar 
and share it on     social media!  You 
never know who might see that and 
be inspired to join you! 
Your input is important!  If you know 
of a service opportunity that you 
would like to see listed in this section, 
get the information to the church     
office.   

***THIS MONTH’S OPPORTUNITIES*** 

**Want to help all God’s creatures great and small?  

 Head over to the Humane Society of Northeast Iowa 
(hsnei).  They are located at 2345 Milliennium Rd. in 
Decorah.  Their website is hsnei.org.  There you can find 
lots of ways to help and serve.  Under the  Donate tab 
there is a list of commonly used items by the shelter 
that you can buy and drop off there.  There are also 
ways to donate, just by shopping at Kwik Star or Amazon 
and others.  How about becoming a foster family for a 
four-legged furry friend?  You can also  volunteer your 
time at the shelter doing a number of tasks.  All this    
information can be found at their    website or on        
facebook.  This would be a great activity and service pro-
ject for kids of all ages to be involved in.  It would also 
be a great family activity.  Here are some common sup-
plies needed by the shelter: 

Liquid laundry detergent HE Free and Clear, hand        
sanitizer, Pet Safe ice melt, paper towels, lams dry cat 
food, pauper training pads, Hypoallergenic dog or cat 
treats, and then dry erase markers. 

                 Volunteers Needed:  
** Northeast Iowa Agency on Aging is seeking           
volunteers to serve once a week or once a month or as 
needed to deliver meals to the home bound in Decorah.  
Scheduling of volunteers is done monthly and can be 
flexible around other commitments. 
When scheduled, volunteers go to the senior meal site to 
pick up the meals around 10 a.m. to deliver on a specific 
route.  Each route takes approximately an hour to       
complete. 
Volunteers will be trained and can deliver alone or in 
pairs. 
For more information, contact Kim or Kathy at RSVP at 
382-3717 
 
*Did you know the Depot Outlet is ALWAYS looking 
for volunteers?  There are a variety of things that need to 
be done to keep items on the shelves!  Hanging clothes, 
shelving books, testing electronics and small appliances 
are just a few of the ways you can help. 
When you get to the Depot, go to the check out counter 
and ask for Amanda.  She will be glad to find a spot for 
you!! 

 

http://hsnei.org/
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Martha Ludeking and I are excited to start a new 
year in W/ELCA. As with any newbies starting up, 
we have had a couple of glitches. The W/ELCA 
books are done and will be in your boxes in the next 
few days. We had a couple of omissions. We forgot 
to add 3 Honorary Members. Bud Ihde should be 
added to Martha Circle. Jacob Marlow should be 
added to Naomi Circle. And Arlin Hanson should be 
added to Rebecca Circle. I wrote in those names in 
the Circle chairs books. Please have the rest of your 
members add them. Since Bud and Arlin have family 
members in their circles, you can ask them about 
birthday information. I spoke to the Marlow’s today 
and they will email me Jacob’s address when they 
get it. He’s in transition now and doesn’t have a  
permanent address yet.

 

I have an email for at least one chair or officer in 
each circle. If you would like us to include additional 
members on our occasional emails out to circles, 
just send me the email addresses you want           
included. Otherwise, you can feel free to forward 
these emails on to others as needed. 

  

The first meeting of the new Worship Task Force 
(combining the Deacons with the Worship     
Committee) was held on Thursday, January 19th at 
6:30 pm.  Those in attendance were Pastor Jenny, 
Paul Bruvold, Joni Bruvold, and Betty Schuman.  
Pastor lead us in prayer. 
 
Paul was chosen as our chairperson and Betty as 
our secretary.  We discussed inviting additional 
people to join us such as the choir director in    
addition to some member of the alter committee.  
 
As this was our first meeting we reviewed the 
combined job descriptions.  We will be              
responsible for all activities concerning our     
Worship service. 
 
1. Lining up readers to read lessons during      

worship. 
2. Choosing the Senior Choir director and       

accompanist. 
3. Selecting hymns for each service. 
4. Planning for special services such as holidays, 

new member Sunday, and baptisms. 
5. Selecting supply pastors in Pastor Jenny’s    

absence when needed. 
6. Lining up ushers, acolytes, and people to assist 

pastor in serving communion. 
7. Assisting Pastor Jenny with funeral services 

and ushers if needed. 
8. Education of accolytes including the schedule 

of when to light the Paschal candle. 
 
After future meetings there will probably be more 
duties added to this list. 
 
We closed with the Lord’s Prayer. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
Betty Schuman 
 

WORSHIP 

TASK 

FORCE 

Dear Washington Prairie Circle leaders, 

Thanks for all the work and service you do. 

Melanie Tietz and Martha Ludeking 

WELCA NEWS 
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February 
 Lectors/Readers/Deacon/Ushers/Acolytes 

And Coffee Hour 

 Sunday morning 
coffee 

Readers Acolytes Ushers Deacon 

5   Gabe & Jenna 
     Sadler 

Galen Tietz 
Wayne Remmen 
Lee Vangsness 
Dan Marlow 

Susie Lang 

12   Abby Moen 
Morgan Moen 

  

19   Koryn Bakken 
Karmyn Bakken 
 

  

26 
 

     

      

 

   ATTENTION CONFIRMATION STUDENTS! 

The Upper Iowa River Conference will be gathering for the Annual Assembly on Wednesday, February 8th at 
Immanuel Lutheran Church in Cresco.  The ConFest (Confirmation Gathering) will also be meeting at the 
same time.  The evening will start off with supper at 6:00 p.m.  Confirmation student will split off to consider 
the ConFest theme, "Generosity", and the members to the Assembly will handle business before the           
conference.  The evening concludes with a worship time. 

Washington Prairie is asked to send four people as voting members of the assembly.  The ConFest will be the 
confirmation lesson for that day.  Student are asked to plan on attending.  Confirmation students who do not 
attend will be asked to do an independent project. 

Dear Sisters in Christ, 
 
Thank you for your very generous Christmas gift.  The gift     
certificate from the Master’s Touch has allowed me to go on a 
shopping spree (multiple shopping sprees!) as I searched for 
things I need or want. 
 
Thank you also for the many wonderful things you do in the       
name of Christ and the extended ministry you do on behalf of 
Washington Prairie. 
 
Thank you so much, 
             
             



8 

 

February 2017 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

   1 
6pm 7 & 8 

Grade           
Confirmation 

 
7pm choir   
practice 

2 
 

6:30 
Vision 
Board 

3 4 

5 
845am Sunday 

School 
 

10am Worship 
Service 

6 
 

7:00 pm 
Endowment 
Committee 

7 8 
11am Holy        

Communion      
Worship at Eastern 

Star 
 

6pm 7 & 8 Grade 
Confirmation 

 
7pm Choir practice 

9 10 11 

12 
8:45am Sunday 

School 
 

10am Worship 
Service 

Primary students  
sing during       

worship 

13 
Newsletter 

items due to 
the office 

14 15 
6pm 7 & 8 

Grade           
Confirmation 

 
7pm choir   
practice 

16 17 18 

19 
8:45am Sunday 

School 
 

10am Worship 
Service 

20 
 

21 
2:30pm Holy 
Communion 
Worship at 
Wellington 

Place 

22 
10:30am Holy        
Communion      

Worship at Aase 
Haugen  

 
6pm 7 & 8 Grade 

Confirmation 
 

7pm Choir practice 

23 
10:30am     Martha 

Circle at Hotel      
Winneshiek 

 
1:30am Rachel 
Circle @ Aase 
Haugen Asst.   

Living Lounge/
finger food 

 
7:30pm Naomi 

Circle 

24 25 

26 
8:45am Sunday 

School 
 

10am Worship 
Service 

27 28     


