
  

 

"The Spirit of the Lord is upon me to     proclaim 
the year of the Lord's favor."         - Lk 4.18a, 19 
  
With these words from the Prophet Isaiah, Jesus     begins 
his public ministry. The omitted words        describe the 
time of God's favor. There is good news for the poor, 
freedom for the captives, sight for the blind, and relief for 
the oppressed. By  speaking the words of Isaiah, Jesus 
connects himself with the promises of God. 
  
This passage pushed its way to the front of my mind be-
cause we are now concluding one year and          begin-
ning another. There's just something about  hanging a 
new calendar that makes us think about where we are, 
and where we want to be. We make "resolves" about 
how to get from here to there. We make "resolves" 
about work, or family, or money, or personal improve-
ment. 
  
As Jesus goes into the synagogue and talks about the 
year of God's favor, he adds a spiritual           dimension to 
our new year thinking. Jesus             announces a new 
year, a year of God's favor. The year of God's favor had a 
very distinct meaning for ancient people.  In Leviticus 
25.8-17, a jubilee year was proclaimed. The year of jubi-
lee happened once every fifty years. Family farms, if no 
longer in the hands of the original family, were surren-
dered back to that family. No cost. Debts were forgiven.       
Workers, servants or slaves, who had not fulfilled their 
working contract, were allowed to walk away and start a 
new life. No Cost. Even the fields were given a time to 
rest from production. All of life went back to "start" to 
begin again, fresh and new. Our imaginations can run 
wild visualizing how that might look today. 
  
Jesus is the year of God's favor. Jesus' life and       ministry 
brings an unending year of God's jubilee. The good news 
speaks of justice where there was          injustice. Our cap-
tivity to sin and death is broken with Jesus' promise of 
forgiveness and eternal life. No cost. The light of Christ 
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rights our distorted      spiritual vision. No cost. The many 
burdens that steal the joy of  living lose their power over 
us. No cost.  Jesus brings the year of God's favor and 
makes   possible the life God desires for us. 
  
Traditionally, this is the time when we  make          resolu-
tions. In my morning reading, journals talk       frequently 
about new year's resolutions and offer pointers and tips 
for follow through. And we know from experience what 
often happens to all our good       intentions. January 1st, 
the day of our resolving grows distant, our momentum 
disappears, and the "resolves" go down the tubes. But 
Jesus brings an unending jubilee. Every day, January 2nd, 
May 17th, September 23, December 19th, is the first day 
of a another year in God's favor. The Holy Spirit fuels our 
momentum so we stretch and grow as God's people. Mi-
nute by minute, hour by hour, day by day, week by week, 
month by month, year in and year out, we live in God's 
favor to become a favor, a jubilee moment to some other 
person journeying through life. 
  
Coming to and being with Washington Prairie       Luther-
an Church has been a jubilee experience for me. I contin-
ue to be so glad, so blessed to be here.  Thank you for the 
many ways you make God’s favor present and real for 
me. 
  
We are surrounded continuously by God's favor.  Wash-
ington Prairie Lutheran Church, and every        baptized 
member, and the whole Christian church, all share the 
mission of Jesus.  We have been bathed in the favor of 
the Lord.  And so it is that God works in us so the favor is 
handed on.  Live jubilee. 
  
Merry Christmas, and Happy New Year! 
  



2 

 

The Board of Deacons met on Tuesday,           
November 29th, at 6:30pm.  Pastor Jenny led us in 
devotions from Isiah. 
The Secretary’s report was read and approved.   
A discussion was held regarding the length of the 
church services.  Pastor Jenny feels it would be 
helpful to have a clock placed in the church to 
help with this.  Also, members need to remember 
to leave coffee time in a timely matter so Pastor 
can begin services on time. 
We approved our new members Dick and Ann 
White.  We reviewed our membership list.  We 
will be receiving new members Ron & Courteney 
Boenig and their child Aurora Monroe, and    
Gunnar Sibley son of Alan & Tasha Sibley on 
December 18th.  Also, Bryston Thomas Wiltgen 
son of Corey & Laura Wiltgen will be baptized on 
January 22, 2017.  
There will be no communion during the           
December 18th service.  It was previously stated 
there would be communion. 
Our next meeting will be January 3, 2017, at 6:30 
pm including the worship committee. 
We closed with the Lord’s Prayer. 
Respectfully submitted, 
Betty Schuman 

Get connected with Cafe 
 
Cafe is an award-winning web-based magazine for 
young adult women who want to build community, 
participate in advocacy and strengthen their faith.  It’s 
a great read for any woman who is       interested in 
how faith can relate to every day life. 
Readers and writers of Cafe include   pastors, seminary 
and college students and other young adult women 
who use Cafe as a Bible study resource              indi-
vidually or with a group. 
If you don’t consider yourself a young women, pass 
this information on to some one who is!!  Like a 
daughter,         granddaughter, niece, neighbor etc. 
 
Go to www.womenoftheelca.org and click on publica-
tions to sign up! 
While you are there, check out some of the other cool 
stuff happening with the Women of the ELCA!! 
 
Oh yeah, did I mention Cafe is free?!! 

Thank You! 
Dear Friends at Washington Prairie, 
I would like to extend my sincerest thanks for you        
generous donation to Luther College.  As a recipient of 
you scholarship, I cannot tell you enough ho much you 
support means to me.  Your scholarship makes it possible 
for me to achieve my dream of getting a degree at Luther. 
  
I am a political science major and I am minoring in      
psychology.  I plan to graduate at the end of this year and 
hopefully find a job and take on the real world.  Again, 
thank you for the scholarship– it means a lot to me. 
Sincerely, 
Abby Arend ’17  
  

Reminders 

Please check your  mailboxes for  your  2017       
offering envelopes.  Please pick them up and take 
them home. The books will close on December 31st.  
So please get your offerings in by then.   

  

Our annual congregational meeting will be held 
on January 22, 2017  following our worship service.  
There will be a potluck.  Please plan on  attending.  
  
Please submit your  repor t for  the annual repor t 
by December 28th.  I need time to compile them and 
submit the annual report to the printer. 
  

http://www.womenoftheelca.org/
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Washington Prairie Lutheran Church 
Vision Board 

November 3, 2016 

 
Members Present:   
Joel Teslow, Bruce Schuman, Karla Bakken, Ron Moen and Pastor Jenny Edinger 
 
Members Excused: Davis Johnson, John Kelly, Karen Lee 
 
 Visitor:  Mary Hegg 
 
Called to Order: 
 President Joel Teslow called the meeting to order at 6:38 p.m. 

Devotions were led by Pastor Jenny Edinger 
 
Secretary’s Report:  
It was suggested to change the wording on a couple items.  Changes approved by all members  

present. 
 Bruce moved to accept the minutes, Ron seconded. 
 
Treasurer’s Report:  
 Mary Hegg passed out the balance report as of 10/30/16.  General fund has a balance of  

$29,858.39. 
 Still have just over $1,000 to send in to missions to meet what we pledged for the year. 
 Karla moved to accept, Ron seconded. 
 
Old Business: 

Term length for Vision Board Members 
No final decision was made on Ron and Davis.  Ron will contact Davis for final determination. 

Job Description and salary for Financial Secretary 
Mary Hegg was present to discuss her position with the Board.  She handed out a description of 

what she does throughout the year. 
Discussion was held as to how to handle some of the things she does between the Treasurer and 

Financial Secretary position. 
Mary agreed to stay on one more year in her position as we move forward in our new structure. 

Financial and Property Committees 
Property Committee will be Roberta Murray, Jim Ludeking and one other. 
Finance Committee will be Randy Hanson, LaVonne Bjergum and Vicki Svenson. 
Discussion was held as to who else to ask to join to the Property Committee.  

Proposed budget for 2017 
After discussion, adjustments were made to the 2017 budget. 
Ron moved to approve the 2017 budget, Karla seconded.  Motion passed. 

 
New Business: 

Update on heating and cooling units for Oak Room and offices. 
Vick’s is currently working on the units.  3 interior units and one outside unit will be installed. 

 
Other New Business: 

Funeral Directors/Caterers 
Was brought to the attention of the Vision Board that there have been issues with the use of 
Styrofoam.  Pastor will discuss with the funeral directors/caterers the rules we have set in place.   
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(vision board meets continued) 
 
 
Fall Fest  

85% of the Fall Fest funds will go to door improvements and other improvements within the 
church.  15% of the funds will go to missions. 

Bruce moved to accept to Fall Fest fund allocation.  Ron seconded.  Motion passed. 
Pastor’s report 

Starting next meeting “Pastor’s Report” will fall right under the secretary and treasurer’s report 
and will be a permanent addition. 

Pastor handed out her report and discussed it with the Board.   
There will be two baptism’s on December 18, one of which is a new family interested in    

switching to Washington Prairie. 
WPLC has received $50,000 from the Rudy Remmen estate for the mission investment fund for 

the ELCA.  The interest will be what is spendable for WPLC. 
Constitutional Concerns 

Pastor Edinger had noted that there are areas of concern in the constitution.   
The Vision Board and Pastor will review the Constitution and the Articles of Incorporation to 

note any changes that need to be made. 
Pastor will contact the Synod to see how we would go about amending the constitution.   
No further action taken. 

Job duties/descriptions 
Karla brought up the idea of having job duties/descriptions for the Vision Board, the executive 

committee of the Vision Board, and various other positions. 
Discussion was held as to how and if this would benefit us. 
Karla will have a rough draft of position descriptions for the next meeting. 
Pastor will start asking member of the Deacons, Trustees and Education Boards to be members of 

the new ministry teams. 
 
Next Vision Board Meeting:  

Thursday, December 8, 6:30 pm at WPLC 
 
Meeting Adjourned: 
Karla motioned to adjourn at 10:03 p.m.   
Closed with the Lord’s Prayer. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Karla Bakken 
Vision Board Secretary 

COMING SOON TO WASHINGTON PRAIRIE                 
LUTHERAN CHURCH 

  

At the annual meeting constitutional amendments are being proposed for adoption.  These changes were adopted at the recent 
churchwide assembly and are required to be included in our congregational constitution.  Most of the changes reflect to categories of 
ministers, ordained clergy who are ministers of Word and Sacrament, and lay persons who are ministers of Word and Service.  An 
additional category of membership is also recognized, seasonal members. Changes to the process of calling a pastor to a multiple 
parish are included in the changes.  Because these have all been adopted by the churchwide assembly, they require only one  
ratifying vote.  An additional change in the constitution resolves conflicting information on the voting status of the  pastor(s).  It comes 
from the Vision Board and will require a  congregational vote and a subsequent ratifying vote.  Copies of the constitution with the 
changes noted are available in the parish hall, the front and south entrances of the church. 
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January 
 Lectors/Readers/Deacon/Ushers/Acolytes 

And Coffee Hour 

 Sunday morning 
coffee 

Readers Acolytes Ushers Deacon 

1  Denise Vangsness Annika Lensch Kevin Ellingson 
Ron Hemesath 
Mark Johnson 
Larry Orvella 

Joni Bruvold 

8  Marilyn Sensor Abby Moen 
Morgan Moen 

  

15  Kristen & Kate 
         Kelly 

Koryn Bakken 
Kamyn Bakken 
 

  

22 
 

 Kendel & Olivia 
         Quam 

Hudson Quam 
 

  

   29  Jenna & Gabe 
         Sadler 

Gabe Sadler 
Jenna Sadler 

  

Reconciled Balance November 30, 2016 
General Fund 
11/1 Balance brought forward  $  29,858.39 
November Income   $  11,135.20 
November Expenses   $ (7,654.76) 
11/30 Balance carried forward  $  33,338.83  
Missions Fund    
2016 Mission Fund   $  12,000.00 
Sent to synod for 2016               $  12,970.84  
Yet to be met                $      
         Respectfully submitted, 
         Mary Hegg, Treasurer 
          1755 Valdres Road 
          563-382-4131 

               New to the Library 

 
Incredible Answers to Prayer and Touched by Heaven, 
both from Guidebooks, 2012 
The Purpose of Christmas by Rick Warren  
A Treasury of Christmas Miracles (2001) by Karen      
Kingsburg 
Heaven is a Wild Flower by Joan Brown 
A 2nd Helping of Chicken Soup for the Soul by         
Canfield and Hanson 
Home in Carolina by Sher ryl Woods 
Sisterchicks Down Under by Robin Gunn  
 
Check them out! 
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January 2017 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

1 
No Sunday 

School 
 

10am Worship 
service 

2 
7pm Property 

Committee meet 

3 
 

4 
6pm 7 & 8       

confirmation 
class 

 
7pm choir      
practice 

5 
 

6:30pm Vision 
Board meet 

6 7 

8 
8:45 am Sunday 

School 
 

10am Worship 
service 

9 
 

10 
5:30pm Board of 

Education     
meet 

 
6:30pm  Worship 

Team  meet 

11 
11am Holy    

Communion  
worship @    

Eastern Star 
 

6pm 7 & 8       
confirmation 

class 
 

7pm choir      
practice 

12 13 14 

15 
8:45 am Sunday 

School 
 

10am Worship 
service 

16 
News letter items 

are due in the 
office 

17 
2:30pm Holy 
Communion   
worship @     

Wellington Place 

18 
6pm 7 & 8       

confirmation 
class 

 
7pm choir      
practice 

19 20 21 

22 
8:45 am Sunday 

School 
 

10am Worship 
service 

 
Annual Meeting 

after worship 
with potluck 

23 24 
 
 

25 
10:30am Holy 
Communion     

worship @ Aase 
Haugen Home 

 
10am Rebecca  
Circle @ Vikki 

Svenson’s 
 

6pm 7 & 8         
confirmation class 

 
7pm choir   practice 

26 
Martha Circle 

 
Rachel Circle 

 
Naomi Circle 

27 28 

29 
8:45 am Sunday 

School 
 

10am Worship 
service 

30 31     


